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Left: BCA's 1982 slate. Veronika Fukson, Wesley Hester, John Brauer,
nghr A pnl coalmon councdmembers DA rmy Bailey,
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Anna Rabkin, John Demon, sealed GusNewpart
Loni Hancock and Ira Stmmons.
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The BCA.. from activism to ofﬁce

" Ten years of protest and i mmanves led f0 counczl majonty

By WILL MINER
and HOWARD LEVINE
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It was just over a year ago that the:
revolution came to Berkeley. On elec-

tion day 1984 — the day the rest of the
country was re-clecting Ronald Rea-
gan in an avalanche - the people of

Berkeley presemed Berkeley szens,

Action with four new seats on the ¢i-
~ty council. The East Bay's answer to

the Sandinistas gained a total of eight

out of nine available seats on the]

council — and unquestionable con-| |
trol of the city government. The elec-

tion brought to full fruit seeds that
had been planied qtore th.m ttl}een
- years before,'* **'

~" But the quesuon was: Just what
fruit would be harvested i in the next
two years?

At the election mght headquartets ?
of the All Berkeley Coalition, the .,
BCA'’s moderate political arch-rivals, .

news of the victory was greeted with
~nuted gasps, moans and murmurs,
Inthe opinion of other, more con-

servative citizens of “Berkeley, the elec- |
tion meant the inmates had fmally :

taken over the asylum and it was just

amatter of time before their madness

- would infect and’ possibly destroy the
~restof thecity. -

Meanwhile at BCA elecnon camp,

the victors were jubilant. Many BCA
members had been  working 15 years'

for this moment:— m the streets, an

the campa.lgn trail and through thei in-. 7§
itiative process — and they wereimpa- .

_Lient to finally make some real, fun-
~amental, changes in thejr city.
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. Durmg their first yearin ofﬂce, the
BCA-dominated council passed a ple--
thora of controversial new legislation:
from domestic partner benefits to stiff
controls on development. Political op-
ponents, the mainstream national

presy,.and.cven some-BGA-members;

were criticaf of the speed at which the
council worked. But councilmembers
and their supporters said they’ve been
waiting for two decades for_their
chance and thexr agenda is long over-
due.

This week, The Daily Caltl‘orman
will take a close look at the first year’
of BCA’s dominance of the city coun-
cil. Today’s segment will look at the
historical underpinnings of BCA; to-
morrow their substantive achieve--

ments will be scrutinized. On Thurs- -

day we will focus on their st style = how_ .

<-'they did what they did; and Frlday will |

frgit

onng a look to the futurp
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Prxor to thexr 1984 v1ctory, the BCA

had been causing trouble in local pol- :

itics far ten stranght years, since im-

.. mediately prior to Councilmember
. John Denton’s 1974 bid for BART

L .ciﬂu."First of four parts.  : i

Board of Drrectors. But'most of its

early participants trace ifs origins even
further back — to the April Coalition
of the late '60s and early '70s, the
Berkeley Coalition of the mid-'60s,
and even to national _protest move-
‘ments prior to that,

. Some trace it to the UsS. House of
Representauves Committee on Un--
American Activities (HUAC) hear-
_ings, which cameto San Francisco in
1960 to uproot’ commumst mﬁlumlon
.inthe Bay Area. Others say it began in
the spring of 1964 with the sit-ins at
San Francisco’s Sheraton Palace hotel

and auto row, where protesters de- :

nnandedxeqnalttwrl"j‘o‘s”l' acks.

“*Still others point to the Free Speech
Movement in 1964 and the antr-war
protests that followed.

“People began to make the connec-

siuty tlons between not spending $30 mil-
- <lion a year bombing Viet Nam and be-
" ing able to pay for rebuilding Berkeley

‘and Oakland,” said Loni Hancock,
former April Coalition council-
member. “We used to say that the local
is the only universal . . . it’s the only
. part of the world that you can have
.real control over.”

. Thecivil rights movement, the Free

—~'Speech Movement and the anti-war

. movement “encouraged the develop-
ment of a certain kind of program
which was fairly radical for United
States society, but not particularly

. |- radical for Berkeley,” according to

Sean Gordon, an aide to Berkeley
Mayor Gus Newport.- .

* For years, Berkeley had been a
“sleepy Republican college town, and,
except for a liberal city council ma-
jorityin 1961-1964, it would remam S0

-|* until the mid-*70s."

' process

" Timesa changin’ . =
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- But in'the years following the Free
Speech Movement, more and more

_Berkeley residents began to take part

in anti-war marches. And thecity’s
Democrats'— now a bigger majority

-,of voters = split over efforts to unsea

Berkeley’s democratic but increasing-
ly hawkish U.S. Rep. Jeffrey Cohelan,
first with journalist Robert Scheer in
1966 and now-Alameda County Sup-
ervisor John Georgein 1968, -
Although Scheer did not win, he
¢arried the city of Berkeley, and after-
ward various community groups ad-

".opted.his. campaign framework' tc
*- work on improving various city pro-

blems. They fought for a municipa:
- child care program, increased public
transportation, tree-lined streets, anc
trafﬁc control.” "~ 7+ e

" But the “radicals” did not practlc
polmcs in any traditional manner.
:That is, they did not take losing
gracefully and quietly go home tc
prepare for the next election. These
were people who had cut their politic-
‘al teethon grassroots:style, communi-
1y organizing and they brought tha:
same spirit to electoral politics by con-
centrating on the ‘ballot xnmame

Although BCA managed to pass
ballot initiatives to stop rent hikes,
control the police, and limit develop-
ment in the flatlands, they felt they
were being rendered ineffective by
those moderates in power, and in-

: creasingly sought control of the crty

council. . .

Ying Lee Kelley, now an axde to Ron
Dellums, also remembers the early
days. “It really was a matter ofpeople
taking responsrbrltty for their environ-
ment. And it was a broad thmg,
Spaceship Earth. So you had to main-
Jain.tbespaceshipinderms-of-whar
you ate and what you ejected in your
little cubicle. - -

“So I think that the different at-
tempts to run candidates, to push in-
itiatives, had to do with running the
city directly and bypassing the coun-
cil, because we didn’t have a ma]omy
on the council.” -

In 1967 the Commumty for New
Politics ran a “radical” slate of can-
didates for city council, which includ-
ed communist leader Bob Avakian,
Ron Dellums and Jerry Rubin for ma-
yor. Of that slate, only Ron Dellums,
also endorsed by the more moderate
Democratic Caucus, was elected. For
the 1969 election, the Berkeley Coali-
tion formed and ran UC Professor
Charles Sellers and longtime peace
and nelghborhood acuvrst Loni
Hancock.

“It was a very exhlltratmg time,”
Hancock said. “We felt like things
were possible that were-never possible
‘before ... that all kinds of positive
thmgs could be accompltshed "o




-,_‘ -

Hlstory of the BCA party

FROMFROWTPAGE T -
From Vletnam to the city .

-

But the movement didn’t really co-"
alesce until after the battles over Peo-
_ple’s Park, when students turned more
attention toward the city, - -
“In the several days that followed
(the People’s Park rioting) we had a
policeman with a shotgun on both’;
corners of my block,” Hancock recall-- 2
ed. “My youngeg daughter’s nursery :
school was tear-gassed causing terror’
among the children, manyof whom,j
- thought they were dying because of: :
their difficulty breathing ... Theci-.
ty council refused to take steps to get -
the National Guard out of Berkeley, .
or to do anything to curb the police.”
- It was then that the tradrttonaL .

“outsiders” — radicals who didn't:

think in terms of partisan politics' —
felt events in Vietnam brought home.
and needed to establish a strong,
legitimate political force here (see?
related story, Page 6). BRI PSR
Ron Dellums finally toppled Cohe-
lan and became Berkeley’s anti-war
Congressronal representative in Nov-'
"ember 1970. And for the spring crty
electrons, in April 1971, commumty
activists joined with hlppres and
“'students for the firsttimeto form the
April Coalmon. The coalmon ran two'
- candidates for city council — Han-:
cock and UC student Rick Brown — -
and the Berkeley Black Caucus chose
D’Army Barley and Ira Simmons (be-*
_cause at that time white progressives
thought that blacks should choose
their own candidates).™ . :
“We never did elect anyone to the

council untll we, made a coalruon." i

Hancocksald

A taste of success

Hancock, Bailey and Simmons all
won (though Bailey eventually proved
too volatile for the electorate’s taste
and was recalled), giving the coalition
its first taste of success. The city's
Democratic Caucus, deeply divided
."over the Viet Nam war, soon died out,

with the Berkeley Democratic Club re-
placing it on the nght, and the April
* Coalition remaining on the left. This
party split has never healed.

Leo Bach, once a Berkeley Coali-'¥

tion member, is now among the
BCA’s most vociferous critics. He left
the Berkeley Coalition when it be-
came involved in what he calls the
“politics of expedience,” sacrificing -
polrcy commttments to personal, po-
L seEmcEs
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itical gains. .t S
Bachcitesasan example Ron Del-
- lums’ decision to run as a Democrat,.

) when he seemingly disagrees. with

much of what the party stands for.
“Dellums hxmse]f says he'is'a ‘demo'
- cratic socialist;"” Bach 'said. E
Bach said the decision.to change
- the name of the Berkeley Coalition to
the April Coalition and then the April
Coalmon 10 BCA was a change “in
name only” The “old lefties” had too
“much political baggage, accordmg to

Bach, and needed a new rmage to at--

" tract more voters.. Y

Priorto the April 1973 electxon the ‘

-“pragmatic” and “ideological” fac-
tlons of the coalition splintered some-
* what, and the Republicans backed the

Democratlc “Berkeley Four” slate,

“ knowing they could no longer elect
their own candidates. '
" . Another problem they. faced was
" the looseness of their organization
prohibited effective funcuomng ex-
cept for short pertods When only
Kelley was elected in *73, the April
Coalition fell apart, never having
gained the councrl majonty they
wanted, ., .

. Thus also began the fhp-l‘lop peno
dulum election pattern that would
persist until 1984 the moderates and
progressives would trade off alterna-
ting elections, with the progressrves
never achieving a majority. .- -..l..;.

But they found success on other
fronts. Theyhad great luck putting
new laws and programs in place.
through citizen-approved initiatives,
and in June 1972 the April Coalition
victoriously sponsored the city’s first

rent control law. And in April 1973,
voters passed the Neighborhood Pre-
servation Ordinance — protecting the
flatland neighborhoods from being .

overrun with apartment complexes — :

and the Police Review Commission::
" .- “During those years I was working
- with the community on initiatives,”

said councilmember John Denton.

“In fact, 1 guess it was sort ol' an antr-

electoral approach. .
..“The idea was to change govern-
" ment through initiatives-. ... I wasn't

. really interested in 'electoral politics
. Because of the relationship be-
tween raising money and getting elec-

. ted .., that was one of the things that

* was s0 very attractive to me about the-

. April Coalition, that it was able to
.. generate big political power without

big political money. We used 10 say

kind of childish things like, ‘We kave
- feet, and they have dollars.’” _ :>.

- happcned al the time ..
easier for people to vote on an issue -
. which is before them.”

it

Marty Schrffenbauer, for years the

BCA s initiative wizard, said “In-
itiatives stemmed from, one, recogm-

. tion of the fact that YOou can'’t trust
politicians. So they get elected and

turn their back on you, which has

“Basrcally thei mmatrves were to
give space for political reform,” Gor-
.don said. “And all that time you're
developing a body of attitudes and
‘ideas from these different constituen-
Cy groups in the coalition ... but
there’s these themes that run through
about open government, and using
government on the part of people who

- don’t have power, as opposed to the

status .quo ‘chamber of commerce’

_ style government you, t'md in most
: smalltowns. TR e

o ' BCAlsborn

But the Apnl Coalmon had dred

: and thmkxng they needed an ongoing
" organization if they were going to be

able to accomplish their goals, mem-

-bers of the former April Coalition in

1974 formed the Berkeley Citizens Ac-

* tion, Although unsuccessful in run-
" ning local environmentalist lawyer
. and neighborhood preservationist
./ John Denton for BART board in "

1974, the newly-chnstened BCA ma-

- naged to win two candidates in 1975,
: sphttmg with the Berkeley Democra-

tic club, which was running slates for

~ political office for the first time, - -

“After '75,” John Denton said,
“there was the feelmg that you really
had to be at it all the time, You

" couldn’t have these’ peaks and drop-

offs. Also, we had developed quite an

- outreach to the community, and BCA "

was seen as a sort of contmumg
outreach.”

The purpose of the Bcrkelcy Citi-

_ zens Action coalition was to work on
- afull-time basis, to keep the organiza-

tion’ going so that it didn’t have to be
beaten back into shape for each elec-

- tion. But after the orgariization splin-
_:tered over the 1977 slate, they got
creamed in the elections and it _was

clear more needed to be done, ..

.~

'BCA hired a full- time drrector, be- .

'gan networking its various constit-
uency-activist groups, and sought to

' ‘estabhsh itself asa more responsrble ,
~ group,’ - o e A

Two, it's -

)
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+2 Taking control ~
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'l“;l',he majority of Berkeley voters
supported BCA initiatives, but in
itiatives aren’t as democratic as the cit
ty government,” according to Berke-
ley’s Assemblymember Toin Bates;
“On the city council you have to dea}
with compromise, where the initiative
process tends not to'give them that
freedom.” .. . -7 .. et
The solution: pass another initiaZ
tive which moved council elections
scheduled during presidential election
* Years to November, when BCA™ knew
*_the voters would come to theé polls.” -
.-~ The result; BEA'took three of four
- council seats and Newport was reelec-
tedin 1982, and in 1984, they took all
;:-,."fou.'r' '--: cre 5'.). alou . MU
- - ‘Finallyyou have people taking of-
fice, and you have an agenda that’s
‘been under development for 20 years
and that includes a lot of things that
. in most cities are extremely controver-
sial,” Gardon said., " %4 5 .
" “And ybu have afl of theSe people
who have been in opposition to the ex-
isting status' quo government who
now have to sort out'what it means to
have the power to do something that’
they’ve all béen saying together that

‘they al_l would do,f: t)e said.

|- Ying Lee }?elleji. one of the drivin

: BCA leader speaks out "~ -

g f'o—féés.l;ehihd BCA offers this pg;- '
sonal'statement of why she got involved in Berkeley politics. .. :

In 1969 I had gotten a taste of what a militarized approach to problem-
solving can be. As a schoolteacher at Willard Junior High School I -
brought my junior high school students, who were very interested in :
People’s Park — we would talk about it and they would always say let’s

" goover there and I would always say no, there are other priorities — final-
ly they said, “c’'mon, bring us” and I said “O.K. I'll take usasaclass.” And.
the day that we had planned the trip was Friday before the weekend. I

" took my kids down and we walked down Telegraph Ave. and there came
- — I'had never heard of Dan Siegel before — but as it turned out, Dan
. Siegel, towards the park. And [ was on the corner with my students when
# the hose and the fire hydrant was turned on. I retreated with my students.
But we were really blocked in because the sheriffs were coming in from .
- all sides. So'we ducked in H. Salt Fish and Chips and there we stayed for
thenext hourand a half, ' "+~ -~ o .
"~ But I was outraged, ot course, because I felt that this was my town. We
= knew that we'd been through violent actions ~— I mention that because
**as a consequence of my firsthand experience Lturned on the television
"~and saw Ronald Reagan calling in the National Guard, declaring it an
* emergency, and the troops were brought in. They had the troops and the
- tanks and the bazookas parked down at the marina, and when [ heard
that I really got discouraged because this was in the context of Vict Nam -
-+ and that the acceptance of Américan military action in Southeast Asia"
*'was in some way accompanied by an allegory situation in the United: -
- States, . T NI oHPUR R I S O ABIELN G o nDy s
> I remember turning on the TV and they flashed to the Berkeley city. -
-+ council, whose existence I hadn’t much known about or cared about, and
they went down the line, person by person, they spoke up and complained
" about the troops and the city council, until Ron Dellums spoke. I'd heard
~of him, and I heard him and saw him and I felt really, that someone was
"« fighting: [ think that was my first shock, seeing Ron Dellums. . ... -
- .+ = As a consequence of looking around, shopping around, I worked with

-[ - quitea numberof antj-war groups. Butalso tried to get the city to adopt

- aresolution. I remember that was for a reparations bill. It was essentially -
- lobbying. I was asked to 80t0 — in fact I was very broad in my lobbying.
- I made a packet for every member of the council, and every member of
. the council got a packet and there was absolutely no response from

'~ anybody except Ron Dellums. " - TR Ty e e e

"+ Then after 1970; by 1971 it was clear that if we wanted to'change the
- policy in Viet Nam, we had to change the presidential candidate to a
‘reasonable person, like the McGovern campaign. But all it is, I think the -
~ ‘people who were most concerned about Viet Nam, were also energized -
* by the feeling that by working in conjunction with other people with
" similar interests and goals that the processof education, reinforced by
" political action, reinforced by education. You had really a congregation
" of activities which would result in' snowballing activities, which would
_ resultina particular conclusion. We were . . optimistic is too much of
“aterm ... with hindsight I would say that we were ... extremely

stimulated by each others”existenice’and by each othérs” work.

*- I think that the coalition effort, BCA, the Apnl&oﬁintibh.'&nd the -
Community for New Politics all had a tremendous continuity of people
so that the change in groups, the change in name, the change in format

is the consequence of the attempt to increasingly developa more smooth

- and effective political mcchanism,




